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among the crew of the Adventure, Kidd's forty
shares being one-fourth of the whole. Able
seamen got one share ; landsmen and servants a
half-share only. The Surat factory was filled
with alarm, not without good reason. In vain
Sir John Gayer wrote to the Governor, and sent
an agent to the Emperor to disclaim responsibility.
In August came an imperial order directing that
the English, French, and Dutch should be held
responsible for all losses, and that for the Quedah
Merchant alone the English should pay two lakhs
of rupees. Guards were placed on the factories;
all communication with them was forbidden ; their
Mahommedan servants left them, and their creditors
were made to give an account to the Governor
of all debts owing by Europeans. The Dutch
and French tried to exonerate themselves by
laying all the blame on the English, but the
Governor refused to make any distinction, and
called on the three nations to pay fourteen lakhs
of rupees as a compensation for the losses
occasioned by piracy. Sir John Gayer was a
man of action. Like Macrae, to be mentioned
later in these pages, he had first brought himself
into notice as a sea-captain, and as Governor of